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Before You Begin 


Selling a doll collection - whether your own, an inherited one, or one you 
purchased for resale - can be a fun and interesting way to bring in some cash and 
rehome your treasures; it can also be a difficult and stressful way to waste time 
and money. It all depends on your needs, your knowledge, and the time and 
patience you can bring to it. In this e-book, I will help you identify those needs 
and abilities; show you how to gain more knowledge about dolls and about the 
selling process; discuss the various avenues for selling one doll or a lifetime 
collection; and do it all with as much enjoyment and as little stress as possible. 
Photo: Part of an eclectic collection of antique and vintage dolls. 




If you are selling your own collection, you will have more knowledge of 
dolls to start with than someone who is selling a collection they have inherited 
from a family member or purchased as a lot. But you may also have more 



attachment to the dolls themselves, or the memories they represent, and have a 
harder time letting them go, especially if you find they are worth less now than 
you paid for them. 

If you are selling a collection you have inherited from a friend or family 
member, the first thing you should do is to pick out the doll or dolls that you 
want to keep as a memento of your loved one. You shouldn’t necessarily keep 
the most valuable doll. Choose a doll that reminds you of her, or of a happy time 
you spent together. Choose a doll that makes you smile. 

Photo: Vintage Raggedy Ann doll. Sometimes the most precious doll is not the 
most valuable one. Courtesy of eBay seller mandyydavis. 




Please know that while I use the pronouns “she” and “her” to describe doll 
collectors, I am aware that many men collect dolls, and their contributions to the 










hobby are very important. I use the feminine pronouns only for the sake of 
brevity. 

If you have an antique or vintage doll that has descended through more than 
one generation of your family, write as much as you know about the doll’s 
history, and who owned it, in pencil on a piece of paper (acid-free, if possible) 
and pin it inside the doll’s clothing. Use a safety pin if you have one; don’t use a 
sticky note as the adhesive may harm the fabric. This history is called 
provenance, and having it increases a doll’s value, and is a great benefit to 
future collectors. Do this for all antique and vintage dolls about which you know 
the history, whether you are keeping or selling them. Future generations will 
thank you. 



Identify Your Goals and Determine How to Achieve 

Them 

When a doll collector is ready to sell her collection, her first thought will 
often be to try and find another collector to purchase the entire collection and 
keep it intact. Unless the collection is very small (less than ten dolls) or very 
specialized (consisting of rare examples of a desirable doll) this is unrealistic. A 
collection is a unique and personal thing to the collector who assembles it. Be 
assured that each doll will eventually make its way to a new owner who will 
give it a happy home. But there may be a few stops along the way. 

Photo: Each collection is unique and personal. This collector dressed an antique 
doll to resemble the photo of her grandson. 




So, knowing that the collection will be split up, your first task is to determine 
what you hope to achieve in the sales process. Do you want to get the most 






money for your dolls? Do you want them out of your living room as soon as 
possible? Or do you need to find a solution that brings the most return without 
taking over your life? 


Show Me the Money 

In order to get the most money for your dolls, you will need to sell them 
yourself, individually. There are a variety of ways to accomplish this. You can 
set up at a doll show in your area. You can also rent space in an antique mall, or 
set up at a flea market. These options require some money from you up front. 
You can advertise them in the newspaper or on Craigslist. Or you can sell them 
online. It used to be that eBay was the only game in town for selling online, but 
now there are a number of options, including Etsy, Ruby Lane and Facebook. 

There is an exception to every rule of course, and in this case, the exception 
is when the collection consists of the rarest and most valuable antique dolls. In 
that case, a well known dealer or auctioneer who specializes in dolls will likely 
be able to get more money for them than you will on your own. This is because 
doll collectors will feel more comfortable buying an expensive doll online from 
a source with an established reputation. 

Photo: This French Joanny doll would probably bring the highest price in an 
auction of high-end antique dolls. Courtesy of ebay seller respectfulbear. 




But in most cases, to realize the greatest financial return, you will be selling 
the dolls yourself. Of course, there is a tradeoff to getting the most money for 
your collection, and that tradeoff is time. Selling dolls one at a time, especially 
online, where you have to research the dolls so you can describe them correctly, 


then deal with taking and uploading photos, writing the description, answering 
email questions, and packing and shipping, is very time consuming. (In the case 
of advertising the collection on Craigslist or in the newspaper, you also want to 
take safety into consideration before inviting strangers into your home, 
especially if you live alone or with children.) Only you can decide if you have 
the time to devote to researching and selling the dolls one at a time, and the 
online savvy to do it. 


Just Get 'Em Outta Here! 

At the other end of the selling spectrum, there are auctioneers and dealers 
who will come and purchase your dolls, or take them on consignment, and get 
them out of your way. 

An auctioneer in your area will take your dolls on consignment to sell at a 
live auction, and take a commission. Most auctioneers will not set reserve prices, 
so there is some risk involved. (They may also want to cherry pick the best dolls, 
and leave you with the rest.) You can find auctioneers in your area on 
AuctionZip . There are several auctioneers around the U.S. who specialize in 
dolls; they are mainly looking for high-end antique and vintage dolls. These 
auctioneers are listed in Appendix III at the end of this book. 

Photo: Auctioneer Marcia Leizure ofWithington Auction, Inc. in action. 





Antiques and collectibles dealers, and dealers who specialize in dolls, will 
purchase the entire collection and sell them individually, by any or all of the 
methods outlined above. A reputable dealer will pay you one-third to one-half of 
what they think they can sell them for. This might not sound like much, but once 
you have tried selling them individually yourself, you will appreciate how much 
work and expense goes into it. Dealers might advertise in the newspaper or on 
Craigslist; or you can contact online dealers who specialize in dolls. You can 
also ask around at a local doll show or antique mall. Many auctioneers will 
purchase collections outright as well. 


A Happy Medium 

If the first option is too much work, and the second option is too little money, 
the right way for you to go might be with a combination of strategies. 

Begin by identifying those dolls that are worth the time to research and sell 



individually. If the collection is not your own, and you don’t know much about 
them, you might find a experienced collector or dealer and pay them a flat fee or 
hourly rate to help you sort the dolls and determine which ones are worth 
individual attention. To find an advisor, ask for a referral at a doll show or from a 
doll club in your area. The premier doll collectors’ organization around the world 
is the United Federation of Doll Clubs. UFDC is divided up into geographical 
regions; the Regional Director for each area can direct you to the contact person 
at the club nearest you. Visit UFDC's website for more info. 

If you prefer a totally DIY approach, the next chapter on Identifying Your 
Dolls will get you going in the right direction. 

Once you have identified which dolls are worth your time to sell 
individually, you can then part with those that are not. Ask local dealers or 
auctioneers to make offers on all or part of the rest of the collection; whatever 
they don’t want can be sold at a yard sale or donated to a thrift shop (don’t forget 
the receipt for a tax deduction). You’ll then have room to devote to the more 
valuable dolls and hopefully a little money in your pocket as well. And one by 
one, your dolls will find new loving homes with the next generation of 
collectors. 



Identifying Your Dolls 
Basic Info and Terminology 

There are many words and abbreviations that are commonly used by doll 
collectors and dealers to describe dolls. I’ll try to work them in a few at a time so 
you aren’t overloaded with a whole new vocabulary to remember all at once. But 
probably the two most important words, which are overused, wrongly used, and 
just plain abused, are “antique” and “vintage.” 

An antique is defined by US Customs law as an item that is more than 100 
years old, and many dealers in general antiques and collectibles use this 
definition. But in common usage, different collectibles may be defined by those 
who collect them according to different standards. The Antique Automobile 
Club of America defines an antique car as one at least 25 years old, probably the 
most generous definition you will come across. 

eBay and Ruby Lane, two of the biggest online selling sites for dolls, define 
an antique doll as one made before 1930. The reasoning behind this is that most 
of the dolls made in the early 1900s have more in common with dolls of the 19 th 
century, than with the dolls made later in the 20 th century. However, this is a 
generalization; there are dolls made in the 1920s that I would consider vintage, 
and dolls from the 1930s that are hard to distinguish from those made thirty 
years earlier. But, if a dividing line must be established, this one makes the most 
sense. 

For the purposes of competition at its annual convention, UFDC used to 
divide dolls into Antique and Modern categories. In the past few years, they 
have switched over to categorizing dolls by material or manufacturer, and using 
subcategories with specific date requirements as needed. 

A vintage doll suffers from an even greater identity crisis than her antique 
sisters. This word is not only overused to describe older items, but is also used as 
a descriptive term for things that should more properly be called retro - i.e., a 
newly made item in the style of an earlier time. 

In terms of the actual age of a doll, there is great disagreement on what 
constitutes vintage. Additionally, if you define it in terms of number of years (30 
years for instance), the items that fit the definition will change every year, 
adding to the confusion. 

Photo: Left: Antique wooden Queen Anne doll from the 1600s. Right: Vintage 



Madame Alexander Cissy doll from the 1950s. Courtesy ofWithington Auction, 
Inc. 



Online selling sites may have their own definitions of the word vintage. Etsy, 
the e-commerce site that began as a venue for hand crafted goods, has become a 
thriving marketplace for vintage items as well. Etsy defines vintage as an item 
made at least 20 years ago. Ruby Lane does as well. Here, the liberal definition 
can work to your advantage, giving you more sales outlets for your collection. 

In general, most doll dealers and collectors consider a doll made before 1980 
to be vintage. But if you stretch that to include dolls made at least twenty years 
ago, likely no one would argue. 

One reason that the 1980s marks a dividing line in the world of dolls, is that 
it was during that decade that doll collecting became a mainstream hobby, and 
dolls first began to be heavily marketed to adult collectors. The first Barbie doll 





made by Mattel USA with adults in mind was Feelin’ Groovy Barbie from 1987, 
designed by BillyBoy* (no, that doesn’t signal a footnote, he spells his name 
with an asterisk!). Ads for mass produced porcelain dolls appeared in doll 
magazines and other publications geared toward women during the ‘80s. Dolls 
were no longer just things little girls played with. 

It was also during this period that many American doll manufacturers were 
closing their factories. The companies that were able to stay in business 
outsourced manufacturing to third world countries, and quality in general 
declined. 

The bottom line: generally you are safe to describe antique dolls as those 
made before 1930; vintage dolls as those made from 1930 to at least twenty 
years ago; and dolls made since then as modern or contemporary. Mass 
produced porcelain and other decorative dolls are also often referred to as 
collector dolls to distinguish them from dolls made as children’s toys. 

Do I Need To Identify Every Doll? 

If the dolls you are trying to sell are not your own, chances are you don’t 
know a lot about them. If you know you don’t have time to sell dolls 
individually, and will be consigning the entire collection to a dealer or 
auctioneer, than you don’t need to bother identifying them. But if you are using 
the “happy medium” approach (sell the best dolls individually, and the rest as a 
lot), you will need to know which dolls are worth your individual attention. To 
begin sorting the wheat from the chaff, you first need to answer the question: 
What kind of collection is it? 

Antique dolls should be identified where possible, because there is a good 
chance that at least some of them have enough value to make the task 
worthwhile. See the section on Identifying Antique Dolls for more info. 

Vintage dolls made as children’s playthings should be identified, where 
possible, if they are in good condition. For dolls that were sold in a variety of 
outfits, or had extra clothing available, identifying the dolFs outfit may also be 
important. See the section on Identifying Vintage Dolls for more info. 

Vintage dolls purchased as souvenirs from the collector’s travels around the 
world are tricky to identify individually, and many won’t have enough value to 
be worth the effort, particularly if they are made of hard plastic or vinyl (a 
softer plastic often confused with rubber). But if any of them are hand carved 
from wood, or are cloth dolls with detailed features, it is worth having a doll 
expert at least take a look at a few photos, as some of these dolls can be quite 




valuable. Early Russian nesting dolls (made before the Soviet Union was split 
up, and especially before World War II) are also very collectible. The National 
Costume Doll ID Group on Facebook is extremely helpful for identifying travel 
souvenir dolls. 

Photo: Vintage European travel souvenir dolls. Courtesy of eBay seller 
collectiblecravings. 





Modern children’s play dolls that were mass produced and sold at big chains 
like Walmart, are probably yard sale material, especially if they are in played- 












with condition. However, American Girl dolls and other high end play dolls are 
well worth researching. 

Photo: These Carpatina dolls are high quality children's play dolls that also 
appeal to collectors. Courtesy of Celia. 









Vintage and modern dolls that were made as home decor items, rather than 
toys or collectibles, generally have little value for collectors. Donate these to the 
thrift shop and move on. 

Photo: Vintage pattern to make a toaster cover doll. These were common kitchen 
decor items in the mid-20th century. Courtesy of Blondie's Spot. 
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TOASTER COVER WITH DOLL PARTS 


Vintage and modern dolls made by hand as art objects, rather than as home 
decor or children’s toys, are worth investigating. Many collectors in the mid 
twentieth century were patrons of the early “doll artists” whose works are still 
valued today. Some contemporary artists command very high prices for their 
work. Look for a signature or label to give you a head start on identification. 
These should not be confused with mass produced collector dolls which may 
have the designer’s name or signature. 

Photo: Vintage character dolls by Maine artist Betty Curtis. 















Most modern collector dolls, whether porcelain or vinyl, have not retained 
their original values, even if still mint in the original boxes. In many cases they 
are worth only a small fraction of their purchase price. However, this is not to 
say they are all worthless. But it will be up to you to decide whether you want to 
spend the time it takes to identify those that have some value. If the dolls were 
less expensive ones to begin with (purchased at discount stores like Walmart), 
they will have little value, and are now yard sale material. If they are well made 
dolls that were more expensive items originally, they may be worth the time to 
research. If they are in their original boxes, or have tags or other identifying 
marks, that will speed the task up considerably. It won’t take more than a few 
minutes to research a few and see the values, and that will give you a better idea 
of what you’re looking at. The chapter on Appraising Your Dolls gives step by 
step instructions for researching the value. 

Photo: 29" porcelain collector doll by Court of Dolls. Courtesy of eBay seller 
kjk723. 




If the collection is an eclectic one, and consists of more than one type of doll, 
a good first step is to divide them up according to the guidelines above, and 
proceed with one type at a time. 

The first step in identifying a unnamed doll is to determine what material it is 


made from. It is important to use the correct terminology to describe your doll, 
especially if you want to research it and sell it online. A doll is categorized by 
the material that the head or face is made from, so if a doll has a head made from 
bisque, and the rest of the body is cloth, it is considered a bisque doll. 

Photo: This vintage doll has a composition head and hands, with a cloth body. 

He would be classified as a composition doll. Courtesy of eBay seller 
minneotaviking22. 





If you already know who your dolls are, you can skip ahead to the chapter on 
Appraising Your Dolls . 

Identifying Antique Dolls 

Most antique dolls that have survived to the present day, as well as many 
modern dolls, have heads made from porcelain, a ceramic material poured into a 
mold, then fired in a kiln at a high temperature. One way to tell if the head is 
porcelain is to wrap your hand around the doll’s forehead; porcelain feels cool to 
the touch, even on a warm day. If the head has has a shiny glazed finish, it is 
called china; if it has a matte (non-shiny) finish, it is called bisque. 

Photo: Antique china (left) and bisque dolls. Courtesy ofWithington Auction, 

Inc. 



Bisque doll heads may be found on ball-jointed composition bodies, kid 
(leather) or cloth bodies. These dolls originally had mohair or human hair 
wigs, although many have been replaced by sythentic wigs at some point in their 
history. If the hair is sculpted as part of the head, is it referred to as molded hair. 
A doll’s head that includes the top part of the torso is called a shoulder head. 






These are usually on cloth or kid bodies. A head with a neck that fits into a 
rounded depression on top of the torso is called a socket head. 

Photo: Antique shoulder head (left) and socket head dolls. Courtesy of 
Withington Auction, Inc. 



Most bisque dolls have markings on the back of the head, or back of the 
shoulder plate. See Appendix I for a quick guide to some of the more common 
markings. If you don’t find what you are looking for here, a useful online guide 
to doll marks can be found at dollreference.com . The book “German Doll 
Marks” by Jurgen & Marianne Cieslik is a good general guide to markings, 
especially mold numbers. If you have more than a few dolls to sell, it is well 
worth the investment. 

Photo: This antique bisque head doll is well marked. Armand Marseille is the 
manufacturer, 390 is the mold number and 4/0 is the size. Courtesy of eBay 
seller wheeln and dealn. 






China head dolls are usually unmarked, or may be marked with just a single 
digit number, which was the manufacturer’s way of indicating the size of the 
doll. Instead, china heads are usually identified by the hair style rather than the 
manufacturer. The molded hairstyles are a way of dating the dolls, as they were 
first made when that particular hairstyle was in fashion. It’s not a hard and fast 
rule, however, as the same styles continued to be used for dolls even long after 
women stopped wearing them. Collectors have nicknames for each of the 
different hairstyles common to china head dolls. 







Photo: The two most common hairstyles found on china head dolls are the Civil 
War, Flat Top or Highbrow style (left), dating to the 1860s or later, and the 
Lowbrow style, dating to the 1890s or later. Courtesy ofWithington Auction, Inc. 





It is very important to know that antique china and bisque dolls have been 
widely reproduced, beginning in the 1940s. In the ‘50s and ‘60s, kits featuring 
reproduction china heads and limbs were sold through mail order. In the 1980s, 
reproducing bisque dolls in ceramics classes was a popular hobby for women. 
Many reproduction dolls have the same markings as the real antiques, because 
the molds used to make them were taken from antique dolls. Most hobbyist- 
made reproduction dolls have very little monetary value, but some high quality 
artist reproductions, are collectible in their own right. These will usually be 
signed. 

Photo: Beautifully made reproduction doll by Suzanne McBrayer. Courtesy of 
eBay seller the2sisters. 











In addition to the porcelain dolls, some antique dolls have heads made of 
papier mache or composition (often abbreviated to compo). These are similar 



materials that are difficult to tell apart, even for seasoned collectors. Papier 
mache (French for “chewed paper”) is made from paper pulp mixed with glue 
and other ingredients, poured into a mold, baked until dry, and given a painted 
finish. Composition may have a variety of formulae, including glue-based and 
sawdust-based. 

Photo: Early 19th century German papier mache doll called a milliner‘s model 
by collectors. Courtesy of Withington Auction, Inc. 



Less common antique dolls may have heads of wax, wood, or metal (usually 
brass or tin). Cloth dolls made before 1930 have rarely survived in good 
condition, and can be extremely valuable. Celluloid is a type of early plastic that 
is usually very thin, lightweight, brittle and flammable. Vintage hard plastic dolls 
are often misidentified as celluloid. 

Photo: A pair of celluloid dolls made in Japan in the 1920s. Courtesy of Holland 
Toys. 










See Appendix I for more information on some common doll manufacturers 
and their marks. 






Identifying Vintage Dolls 


Vintage dolls are usually marked on the back of the head, below the hairline. 
Many dolls may be marked on their backs instead of, or in addition to, the head 
markings. A few dolls are marked on the bottoms of their feet or on their 
buttocks. If the marking includes a year, this is the year the doll was copyrighted, 
not the year it was made. 

Composition dolls continued to be made through the 1940s. The popular 
Shirley Temple dolls of the 1930s were made of compo. 

Rubber, also called latex, began to be used as a material for dollmaking in 
the 1930s. Unfortunately, as a natural material (made from tree sap), it begins to 
deteriorate quickly. Most rubber dolls, or dolls with rubber parts, have not 
survived in good condition, or the mbber has darkened or hardened with age. 
Photo: This 1940s doll has a stuffed rubber body that was marketed as “Magic 
Skin”. Originally it was the same color as the head. Courtesy of eBay seller 
dmat5062. 




Hard plastic dolls were introduced just after World War II. They quickly 












became the industry standard, and composition and celluloid were phased out. 
But within a decade, hard plastic began to be superseded by its softer sister, 
vinyl. Vinyl is another type of plastic, but with the addition of a substance called 
a plasticizer into the formula to make it flexible. With dolls’ heads made of 
vinyl, hair could be rooted right into the head and a separate wig was not needed. 
Eyes could be molded right into the head as well, saving another step in the 
manufacturing process. Vinyl dolls are often misidentified as rubber. 

Photo: Two dolls from the 1950s. The hard plastic bride doll at left has a glued 
on wig. The vinyl Revlon Doll at right has hair rooted right into the head. 



Cloth has continued to be used as a dollmaking material, for children’s play 
dolls, souvenir dolls, artist dolls and collector dolls. In the 20 th century, printed 
fabric panels to make dolls at home began to be sold. These are usually referred 
to as cut-and-sew dolls. Factory made dolls of this type are common too. 

Photo: Cut-and-sew doll by VIP / Cranston Print Works from the 1990s. 

Courtesy of Etsy seller Pete's Treasure Trove. 





















Wooden dolls have also never gone away, but are now almost exclusively 
made for collectors. 

Some of the most common vintage doll manufacturers are Alexander, Ideal, 
Mattel, Horsman and Effanbee. Their marks and many others are listed in 
Appendix I . 

Of course, there were many, many other doll manufacturers in the U.S. and 
around the world during the period from 1930 to 1990. By the ‘90s, most 
manufacturing was outsourced to China and other third world countries, but the 
dolls are usually still marked with the name of the company that owns the 
copyright. And there are just as many vintage dolls that have no markings at all, 
or markings that can’t be identified. 

If you have a large collection of vintage dolls to identify, it may be helpful to 
get a handle on it by separating them into three categories: 

• Dolls that are well marked and for whom references are available. If your 
doll is marked, first check Appendix I . If your doll’s mark is not in this list, 
see Appendix II: Online Resources for further help. 

• Dolls that are marked with a name, or just numbers and letters that cannot 
be readily identified. Try Googling the mark. There are also Facebook 
groups devoted to dolls that can help if you post a photo. 

• Dolls that are completely unmarked. Try to determine the material the doll 
is made from. If you have any idea of the age of the doll, this is another 
helpful clue to identification. 

Again, it will be up to you to decide how much time you want to devote to 
the project, but you can start with the easy to identify dolls and then make up 
your mind if the rest are worth your effort. 

Identifying Modern Dolls 

If you have porcelain dolls, and are not sure whether they are antique or 
modern, you can often tell just by looking at the body. Most modern porcelain 
dolls have stuffed cloth bodies, often with wire inside so the doll can be posed. 
Antique bisque head dolls with wigs generally have composition or kid leather 
bodies. Antique china head dolls are often on cloth bodies, but they will not be 
wired like the modern type. 

Photo: Modern porcelain doll with cloth body. Courtesy of eBay seller 
staceyspetalpushers. 






















In the late 20 th century, a harder type of vinyl became popular for making 
dolls. This can still be referred to as vinyl, but is sometimes called rigid vinyl or 
hard vinyl. Modern collector dolls are usually either made of porcelain (for 
some reason we don’t call it bisque anymore) or rigid vinyl. The American Girl 
dolls have rigid vinyl heads and limbs. 

Some dolls for adult collectors are now being made of resin, a hard sythentic 
material that looks and feels more like porcelain than plastic. Most of the BJDs 
(ball jointed dolls) popular with young collectors are made of resin. 

Photo: Resin doll by Kaye Wiggs. Courtesy of Gloria’s Dream Doll. 








Modem collector dolls, whether porcelain, vinyl, or resin, often still have 
their original tags or boxes, so you at least have the company name to start with. 
A doll that doesn’t have the original tag or box may have the designer’s name or 
the doll’s name on the back of the head, or on a tag on the body or in the 
clothing. Some of the more common manufacturers are Paradise Galleries, The 
Danbury Mint, Ashton Drake, Seymour Mann and Marie Osmond. There are few 
reference books on dolls made in the past 25 years, so if your doll is completely 
unmarked, she will be virtually impossible to identify, unless she has some very 
unusual characteristic that you can search for online. I once identified a doll by 
Googling “doll with tongue sticking out.” But unmarked modern dolls without 
any unusual characteristic are almost always yard sale material. 

Children’s vinyl play dolls made in recent years may be able to be identified 
if they are marked with the company name and a copyright date or other 
information, by searching on eBay or Googling, or posting to one of the 
Facebook groups listed in Appendix II . Look for tags on the body or clothing as 
well as marks on the back of the head. 



About Doll Values 


If you want to sell your dolls in a timely fashion, it’s important to know their 
current values, so that you can price them appropriately and find a buyer quickly. 

Just because a doll is vintage, or even antique, has no bearing on whether or 
not it has monetary value. And just because it is in mint condition in the original 
box doesn’t necessary mean it’s a goldmine either. The value of a doll is 
determined solely by supply and demand, or to put it another way, desirability 
and availability. How many people want the doll? And how many examples of 
the doll are for sale? 

The rise of eBay as a collectibles marketplace in the 1990s led to the decline 
in value of many vintage and antique dolls, including the iconic Barbie dolls of 
the ‘60s. Before the internet, you generally had to find vintage Barbies at doll 
shows, antique shops, flea markets and garage sales (if you were lucky!) It 
seemed like vintage Barbie dolls were hard to come by, because you didn’t see 
many of them around, and lots of people wanted them. When eBay came along, 
all of a sudden you could find a vintage Barbie doll any time you wanted, and 
you had lots of them to choose from. Values dropped because even though 
demand was still high, supply was higher than most collectors realized. 

Photo: Early 1960s Barbie and Ken dolls in their hard to find American Airlines 
outfits. 




But exposure from the internet also led some vintage and antique dolls that 
were highly sought after, but in short supply, to increase in value, because now 
you had to compete with other collectors around the world for that scarce item. 
Photo: Vintage Peteena poodle doll by Hasbro. Values on these dolls took off 
after Japanese collectors discovered them on eBay. 









Modem collector dolls have unfortunately not turned out to be the good 
investments that hawkers on the Home Shopping Network and QVC predicted. 
Many dolls that originally cost hundreds are now selling for a fraction of their 
list price. There were thousands of different dolls produced, and sold in large 
numbers. However, some designers have retained a following, and if their dolls 
were not overproduced, can still be valuable. 

Probably the most important factor in the decline of doll values is the decline 
of collecting in general. Many collectors who were buying dolls in the ’80s and 
’90s are now downsizing, flooding the market. Fewer younger people are taking 
up the hobby. But there are still doll lovers out there. If you market your dolls 
appropriately, you will find buyers. 

This brings us to the next step in our journey: figuring out what all these 
dolls are worth. 

Of course, you can skip the next chapter if you just want to list them all on 
eBay starting at 99 cents each, and let the market determine the value. If that’s 
your choice, jump to the section on Online Auctions to get started. Otherwise, 
read on for an easy step by step method to appraising them. 



Appraising Your Dolls 


The only way to know the monetary value of a doll, or any object for that 
matter, is to find out what similar ones have sold for recently. And the best place 
to find out what an item has sold for recently is on eBay. Here's how to use 
historical data from eBay to appraise your dolls. 

Searching For Dolls 

From your mobile device: 

Step 1: 

Go to the eBay.com home page (or open the eBay app) and type your doll’s 
name (including the manufacturer if you know it), or other search term in the 
box at the top of the page. eBay will offer you suggestions, some of which might 
be helpful. Once you tap the search button, the page of results you get will be of 
dolls that are currently for sale. Ignore these! The asking price for a doll has 
nothing whatsoever to do with its actual value. I am putting the next sentence in 
bold because it’s the most important one in the book. A doll is worth only what 
someone is willing to pay for it. And the way to find out what someone is 
willing to pay is to look at ones that have actually sold. 

Step 2: 

Tap where it says Filter to get these options. Scroll down a bit and select Sold 
Items, then tap Done. 

If you get some results on the Sold Listings page, you may see some that 
have a line through the price. These are items that sold using eBay’s Best Offer 
feature. The price with the line through it was the asking price. Unfortunately, 
eBay won’t tell us what the actual selling price was for these particular items. 
All we know for sure, is that they sold for less than the price shown. 

Photo: The item shown at the top of the screen shot was sold using eBay's Best 
Offer feature. The item below that was sold at the price shown. 
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Step 3: 

If you see some listings that don’t have the line through the price, the next step is 
to compare those dolls with your doll. To get an accurate value, look for dolls 
that are in similar condition to yours. There can be a huge difference in value 
between a doll in mint condition, and one that has been played with. When you 
tap on a Sold listing, you’ll get that listing at the top of the screen. Tap it again to 
get to more information. Read the descriptions and look at the pictures. Whether 
a doll has its original clothing or not will also affect the value. 

Step 4: 

If you got no results, or few results, under Sold Listings, go back to the search 
screen and tap Filter again and deselect Sold Listings, making sure Completed 
Listings is still selected. This will show you items that have sold (prices shown 
in green) as well as items that did not sell (prices shown in black, or red on the 
eBay app). While there can be many reasons an item didn’t sell (seller has too 
many negative feedbacks, poor photography, listing doesn’t give enough 
information, etc), the most common reason a doll doesn’t sell is because the 
price is too high. (That was the second most important sentence in the book.) 
So, that will tell you something as well. For example, if you find a Completed 
(but not Sold) listing, for a doll offered at $50, in similar condition to your doll, 
you can be pretty certain yours is worth less than $50. 

Photo: Screen shot from eBay showing sold and unsold Adora Belle dolls. 
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From your computer: 

The process of searching for dolls is the same as on a mobile device, 
however, on your computer, the Completed and Sold listings are linked in the 
menu on the left hand side of the screen. 

Browsing for Dolls 

If you don’t know your doll’s exact name, you can browse categories and 
listings to find something similar to yours. 

From your mobile device: 

Starting from the eBay.com home page, scroll down and tap Categories. On 
the next screen, scroll down and tap on Dolls & Bears. There are a few dolls 
which might be listed in a different section. For example, an advertising doll 
such as Swiss Miss or Tony the Tiger might be located in the Collectibles: 
Advertising section, but most will be under Dolls & Bears. 

Next, tap on Dolls, and you'll get a sub menu with categories such as 
Antique, Art Dolls, Baby Dolls, Barbie, etc. If you know the manufacturer of 
your doll, such as Ideal, Effanbee, or Madame Alexander, tap where it says By 
Brand, Company, Character and you will get another sub menu to select from. 
If the manufacturer can’t be determined, but you know what material the doll is 
made from, tap By Material instead, and you can choose from Composition, 
Vinyl, Hard Plastic, etc. If you select By Type you will find categories such as 
Kewpies, Trolls, Nesting Dolls and Celebrity Dolls. If you know the 
manufacturer, but it’s not listed in the menu, you can search right from the Dolls 
section main page. 


From your computer: 

Starting from the eBay.com home page, click on “Shop by Category” right 
next to the eBay logo in the top left corner. The Dolls & Bears section is under 
the Toys & Hobbies menu. 

From the Dolls & Bears page, you’ll see a menu on the left side of the 
screen. Click on Dolls to get the submenu, and proceed as above. 

Photo: The Dolls section main page on eBay, showing Categories menu on the 
left, (partial view). 
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Once you are in the right category, you can scroll through the listings and 
look for something similar to your doll. From these listings you may be able to 
spot a doll or dolls like yours, and then use the steps above to figure out a value. 
If you can’t identify your doll, you may get more information (such as a year, 
designer, or product line name, which you can then enter into the search box at 
the top of the page. As a last resort, you can search for some descriptive terms, 
but try to keep it as general as possible to start with. If you enter “14 inch vinyl 
girl doll blonde hair blue eyes pink dress white shoes” you won’t get any results 
because that’s too specific. You can always narrow it down later if you get too 
many results. 

Let me just reemphasize a point mentioned earlier in Step 3. The condition of 
the doll is extremely important to determining the value. Examine your doll 
closely when you are comparing her to one that has sold. Has her hair been 
trimmed, or is it messy? Has any of her face paint faded or been rubbed off? Are 
her eyes clear or cloudy? Do they open and close easily (if they are supposed 
to)? What about her body - are there any stains, chew marks or other damage? 






Does her outfit have stains or holes? Does she have any odors of smoke or 
mildew? 

Photo: The lovely and rare Cissy doll below left sold for $295. Courtesy of 
American Beauty Dolls. The bald, naked, dirty doll at right sold for $75. 



Additional appraisal tips 

• Many dolls were made in multiple sizes, and the size can greatly affect the 
value. For example, a 26" composition Shirley Temple doll is worth a lot 
more than an 18" one, because the 18" size is much more common. Life 
size baby dolls tend to be worth more than smaller ones. 

• Original clothing can sometimes be worth more than the doll itself. Fashion 
dolls like Barbie have many outfits, and some are more desirable than 
others. The difference in value between a doll sold in a common outfit, and 
the same doll sold in a rare outfit, can be enormous. 

• If you can’t find any sold examples of your exact doll, try to find something 









similar, made in the same time period, or by the same manufacturer. 


If you have a lot of dolls to research, it might be worth investing in a 
subscription to Worthopedia . a site that compiles sold listings of all types of 
antiques and collectibles from the past several years, from eBay as well as live 
auctions and other sites. If you have a doll that is less common, you are more 
likely to find sold examples for reference there. 



Selling Your Dolls 


OK, now you have identified the ones that can be identified, and gotten an 
idea of their value. Armed with that information, you can decide on your best 
option (or options) for selling them. 

At this point in the process you have three options: 

• Selling the dolls individually yourself 

• Selling them to an intermediary like a dealer or auctioneer who will pay 
you a flat fee for the collection or a part of it 

• Consigning all or part of the collection to an auctioneer, dealer or eBay 
Valet who will sell them for you and deduct a commission 

Selling Them Yourself 

If you want to sell one or more of the dolls individually yourself, again you 
have options: 

• Selling them through an online auction 

• Selling them at a fixed price through eBay or another online venue 

• Selling in person at doll shows, flea markets and yard sales 

• Selling in person through classified ads, either online (Craigslist) or in local 
newspapers and other publications 

Here, your personality and abilities should influence your choice. Are you a 
people person, who enjoys interacting with the public? Are you available on 
weekends to sell at a show, flea market or yard sale? Do you have the physical 
stamina to set up and take down tables, or someone to help you? Can you make a 
quick decision if you are offered less than your asking price for a doll? 

Online Auctions 

eBay is the biggest online auction site by far. You can list 50 items for free 
each month (either auction or fixed price) but if your doll sells, the “final value” 
fees are high: 10% of the total, including the shipping. As of this writing, there 
were over 900,000 items listed in the Dolls section. This is great if you are 



listing an item that many people are searching for, but the sheer size of the 
database can work against you if your doll doesn’t have a name, or if there are 
lots of the same doll listed. 

There are several other online auction sites, including eBid . Webstore and 
OLA , but none of them have the visibility and the features that eBay has, making 
them less desirable options. 

The Listing Process 

eBay and the other auction sites make it easy to list your items. Just go to the 
site, register, and follow the step by step instructions. You will have to register 
for a PayPal account as well, which allows buyers to pay you with a credit card. 
You will need either a digital camera, and a way to upload the photos, or a phone 
with camera and uploading capability. You can crop, rotate and edit the images 
right on the eBay listing page; don't skip this step if you want your doll to make 
a good impression on potential buyers. Take your photos against a neutral 
background in good light, then package your doll in the box you will use to ship 
her, but don’t tape it closed just yet. A buyer might have a question that will 
require you to look at the doll to answer. Use a digital postal scale to get the 
exact weight of the package so the shipping can be figured accurately. 

Photo: A digital postal scale like this one allows eBay to figure out the shipping 
cost, so potential buyers know in advance what they will be paying. 






If you're listing by computer, the eBay listing page has a lot of fields to fill 
out or check off, but many of them are optional. Only the fields with the red 
asterisks are required. If you're using the eBay app on a mobile device, the 




process is more streamlined, and eBay will automatically select and populate 
certain fields for you. Make sure the information they are entering on your 
behalf is correct and don’t skimp on the description if you want to attract as 
many bids as possible. 

Photos are perhaps the most important part of any online listing. The first 
photo (the one that shows up in search results) should be a closeup of the doll’s 
face, unless her outfit is the major selling point. You will also want to include 
full-length photos of the dressed doll, front and back. If her clothes are 
removable, full-length photos of the doll undressed are also a good idea. 
Including closeup photos of any areas of wear or damage can help buyers see 
exactly what they are getting. Try to get one or more photos that show her 
markings or tags, if any. If she has her original box, a photo or two to show its 
label and condition are helpful. 

A good title will really help sell your doll. Make your title as descriptive as 
possible, using words or phrases that a potential buyer might search for. For 
example, “Madame Alexander Beth Doll #1221 in Box - Little Women - Made 
In USA - 12" Doll” is a much better title than just “Little Women Doll.” It helps 
readability to separate phrases with a hyphen or other punctuation, but be sure to 
leave spaces around each hyphen. Google and other search engines don't read 
punctuation, so “Doll-Mint” would be read as “DollMint” which won’t help 
them find your listing. 

Writing descriptions can be the most difficult and time consuming part of 
listing a doll for sale online. Over the years, I’ve developed a four step system to 
simplify it. 

1. The first sentence of the description should simply state what you are 
selling: Beth doll by Madame Alexander is #1221 from the Little Women 
series. 

2. The next sentence, or few sentences, should go into greater detail about the 
item: She is 12" tall, made with the Nancy Drew face mold, jointed at neck, 
shoulders and hips. She has dark brunette hair and blue sleep eyes. This 
doll is more commonly found in a rose pink dress, the teal version is harder 
to find. She was made in the 1980s. 

3. The next part should describe the condition of the item: Excellent condition 
in her original box, no damage or odors, and her stringing is tight. She has 
her wrist tag but the string is missing. The box has light wear. 

4. Finally, wrap up with a positive remark to encourage the buyer to bid or 
purchase: A lovely Little Women doll for yourself or a gift! 



Photo: Little Women Beth doll by Madame Alexander. 



eBay also has a separate field in the listing to describe the condition of the 
item, but repeating it in the description is a good idea. It’s OK to use terms like 




“good” or “very good” or “excellent,” but don't leave it at that - describe the 
condition with as much detail as you can. Point out the positive aspects of the 
doll’s condition as well as any negatives. If she has always lived with a non- 
smoker or in a pet-free home, that can be a selling point. If you don’t know the 
doll’s history in this regard, detail any odors, such as smoke or mildew. 

If you choose the Auction-style format for listing your doll, you have the 
option of setting a reserve price, but I don't recommend it. Reserves tend to 
suppress bidding, maybe because the reserves are often unreasonable and buyers 
have come to know that. Instead, set your minimum bid at the lowest amount 
you would be happy to get. If you start your auction at 99 cents to attract 
bidders, but only get one bid, you will have to honor it and sell the doll for that 
price. A bid is a binding contract, not just on the buyer, but on the seller as well. 
If you choose the Auction format, you can also choose a “Buy It Now” (BIN) 
price if you like. Some buyers do not like to bid or may not want to wait until the 
end of the auction. Occasionally if you start your auction without a BIN option, 
you might get a message from an interested party asking to you add a BIN to the 
listing, but consider carefully before doing so. This has happened to me a few 
times, and in all instances, the doll has ended up selling for more than the BIN 
price I was offered. 

The other listing format on eBay is Fixed Price. With this format, you set the 
“Buy It Now” price for the doll, but you can also select the Best Offer feature to 
allow potential buyers to make an offer lower than your set price. You can take 
up to 48 hours to decide to accept or reject their offer, or you can make a 
counteroffer. 

When listing your doll, you will be given the option to choose the starting 
day and time for the auction, and the length of time the auction will run (under 
“Format and Price” on the app). Although bidders can place bids at any time, 
many people wait until the final minutes or seconds of the auction to bid. This 
means it pays to calculate when your auction will end to avoid having it happen 
when people are less likely to be looking at their phones or computers. Major 
holidays, Friday and Saturday nights are best avoided. Summer time in general is 
slower for online sales, so if you can wait until the weather gets cooler and kids 
are back to school to list your dolls, you might do better. You can always take 
advantage of the warmer weather to have a yard sale or set up at a flea market, if 
those are part of your overall plan. 

One section of the listing details your return policy. While it’s tempting to 
select “No Returns Accepted,” you will be turning away buyers if you do so. 
And eBay or Paypal can force you to accept a return anyway, if you have 
accidentally overlooked some condition issue or described the doll incorrectly. If 



your listing includes lots of photos and a good detailed description, returns will 
not be an issue. I have shipped thousands of dolls in the past twenty years and 
had only a small handful of returns, which were mostly due to listing errors on 
my part. 


Packing and Shipping 

As part of the listing process, you will be required to give the weight and the 
dimensions of the item packed in the box you plan to ship it in. A few ounces or 
inches here or there can mean a big difference in the shipping cost, so don’t 
guess, but invest in a postal scale (you can buy one for less than $20 on eBay or 
Amazon) or borrow one from a friend, and measure with a ruler or measuring 
tape. There are many different shipping services to choose from. I’ve always had 
the best luck shipping with USPS, and if you ship your items by Priority Mail, 
you can get the boxes free from your local post office or on their website. You 
don’t need a Priority box to ship something Priority mail, you can use any size 
box if the standard sizes won’t fit your doll. The flat rate Priority boxes aren’t 
that good a deal unless you’re shipping something small and heavy a long 
distance, although it always pays to compare the rates. First Class can only be 
used for packages that weigh up to 12 ounces. Parcel Select (what used to be 
called Parcel Post) is sometimes less expensive than Priority, but not always. If 
you print your shipping labels through eBay, you will get a discount on Priority 
shipping, which makes it an even better deal. Media mail is a very inexpensive 
service, but it is for books and other qualifying media only, so if you have some 
books about dolls to sell, you can offer this as option. 

International shipping is really very simple and easy these days, but if you 
are new to the whole selling process, you might want to select “No international 
shipping” until you have a little more experience. 

If you’re shipping a bisque head doll with sleep eyes, remove the pate 
covering the opening in the top of the head, and lightly stuff her head with 
polyester batting, tissue paper or something similar to keep her eyes from falling 
back into her head and breaking. Ideally you should remove the pate before 
taking photos, so you can include a shot of the inside of her head. The 
breakability of the doll should influence how you pack her. A soft cloth doll will 
not need as much protection as a china head. If your doll has breakable hands or 
feet or fingers, these should be wrapped separately before you wrap the entire 
doll. 

Photo: A doll with porcelain head and limbs should have each part wrapped 



individually before wrapping the entire doll. 



I use bubble wrap to package my dolls for shipment, and highly recommend 
it. You can buy it on eBay for much less than you can in stores or from the post 
office. I first wrap the doll in the small 3/16" bubble wrap, and then use the 
larger 1/2" size to further cushion her and fill in the box. If I have a box with a 
lot of empty space to fill, I use 4x8 air pillows to save some money. Packaging 
your doll securely is money well spent, but if you are determined to keep costs 
as low as possible, don’t use crumpled up newspaper - the ink can come off on 
the doll or her clothing. Try and find a source for packing peanuts or plain paper 
instead. If you’re not using bubble wrap, wrapping the doll in a plastic bag 
before packing will protect her if the box gets left out in the rain. 

If you pack your doll correctly, so that she is not rattling around in the box 
and she has plenty of padding (USPS recommends 3 inches on all sides), the 
likelihood of her getting damaged in shipping is low. But keep in mind that if 
you choose not to insure, and the package arrives damaged, or gets lost, you will 
have to give the buyer a full refund. The purpose of insurance is to protect you, 


the seller - not the buyer. If you ship Priority, the first $50 worth of insurance is 
included. First Class and Parcel Select packages don't include insurance, so you 
may want to add it. I insure every package that is worth at least $25. For items 
worth less than that, I’m prepared to pay the refund out of my pocket if 
necessary. Of the thousands of items I have shipped over the years, I can only 
recall two that were damaged in shipping, and one that was lost or stolen. 

After your purchaser pays for the item, it’s time to ship it out. I highly 
recommend purchasing your shipping labels online. Not only will you save time, 
your packages will look more professional, and you may even save some money. 
If you purchase labels through eBay, you get a discount on Priority shipping that 
you won't get if you purchase them on the USPS website or at a post office. Just 
follow the link in the "You’ve Been Paid" email and fill in the form. The label 
can be printed on regular paper. Tape it to the package, making sure not to cover 
the bar code. You can then schedule a pickup on the USPS website, and your 
mail carrier will take the package the next day. You never even have to leave the 
house. How simple is that? 


Online Stores 

If you’d rather not auction your dolls, but want to list them at a fixed price, 
you can use eBay, or any of the other auction sites (they all have a fixed price 
option) or these online storefront sites: 

• Facebook - in the past few years, Facebook has become a popular way to 
buy and sell collectibles. I’ve found that the best strategy is to join a group 
specifically devoted to buying and selling - for example, there are groups 
devoted to Madame Alexander dolls, Barbie dolls, and antique dolls - and 
new groups are forming all the time. There is no intermediary like on eBay; 
you deal directly with the customer to work out payment and shipping, and 
it’s completely free. The downside is that there is no help available, so if 
you choose Facebook as a sales platform, it is highly recommended that 
you require payment through Paypal, which can help to mediate any 
disputes that arise. You can also list items for sale using Facebook’s 
Marketplace app, which is more like Craiglist in that it shows your items to 
potential buyers within a certain geographic radius, but your dolls may get 
lost among the furniture, appliances and RVs for sale. 

• Other social media sites, including Pinterest and Instagram, have selling 
options too, but they require you to set up your own online storefront first. 



These sites just help you to get more exposure for your items. 

• Etsv - this is becoming a very popular site for buying and selling vintage 
collectibles. Etsy defines “vintage” as any item at least 20 years old. Since 
you will have your own online shop and need to maintain and promote it, 
this isn’t really a viable option if you only have a few dolls to sell. But if 
you have a good number of dolls, or other vintage items, or want to start a 
business, it’s easy to use and there’s not too much competition yet. The 
selling fees are also considerably lower than eBay. I have sold hundreds of 
dolls on Etsy. 

• Ruby Lane and TIAS (The Online Antique Shop) - These are two good 
sites to check out if you are planning to make a business out of selling dolls. 
These sites have higher fees, but also a higher quality of merchandise. Ruby 
Lane has strict requirements for items that can be listed, and minimum 
prices to keep out the yard sale stuff. These sites are also good places to 
contact doll dealers who may be interested in purchasing the entire 
collection. 

Photo: Ruby Lane is a good place to sell antique, vintage and artist dolls. 
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Selling in Person 


The best venue for selling your dolls in person depends on their age and 
value, and how much time and money you want to invest in the selling process. 

Yard sales are the quickest and easiest way to sell dolls directly, and you 
probably have already had some experience with this. Most yard sales these days 
are advertised on Craigslist . the free online classifieds, and if you mention in 
your ad that you have dolls for sale, collectors and dealers will take notice. All 
you need to get started are some tables, signs and money to make change. 

Photo: Make yard sale signs easy to spot and easy to read. 



Speaking of Craigslist, it can be an easy way to sell some of your dolls, if 




you have what collectors are looking for (and that old car that’s been rusting out 
in the yard, while you’re at it). Craigslist buyers in general are looking for a deal. 
You won’t be able to charge retail prices here. But creating an ad is a very easy 
process, and you won’t have to ship anything. 

Photo: Craigslist 
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Please keep your personal safety in mind when inviting strangers into your 
home (or even into your yard if you live in a quiet area). Have at least one friend 
or family member with you at all times. You might also consider meeting a 
potential buyer in a public place. Many local police departments are making 
their parking areas available as a safe place to meet online contacts. A store or 
shopping center that has security cameras may be another option. 

Flea markets, also known as swap meets in some parts of the U.S., vary 
widely in quality. There are some flea markets that are more like outdoor antique 
shops, where the goods for sale are mostly vintage collectibles; other flea 
markets have a wider variety of new to old merchandise. Scout out the markets 
in your area to find one that has good traffic, reasonable set-up fees, and where 
your dolls will fit in well. Space at most flea markets is first come, first served, 
so be prepared to get there at the crack of dawn. 

Photo: Buyers perusing the goods at a flea market. Courtesy of Arundel 
Antiques. 




If you have a sizable collection to sell, getting a table or two at a doll show 
can be a good option. Find shows in your area at www.dollshowusa.com . While 
there, you can also network with other dealers who might be interested in 
making an offer on all or a portion of the collection. 

If you don’t have the time or inclination to sell each doll yourself, or if 
you’ve sold some of them yourself and now want to sell the rest as a lot, you 
have a few options. 


Selling to a Dealer 




A doll dealer or general antiques and collectibles dealer will purchase some 
or all of the collection for a flat fee. A reputable dealer will pay one third to one 
half of what they think they can sell them for. But it still makes sense for you to 
follow the procedures in the preceding chapters to identify those dolls you can, 
and get some idea of their value. Negotiating from a position of knowledge 
always makes sense. 

You can find dealers at doll shows, antique shows and flea markets; through 
a referral from UFDC; or you can ask an antique mall in your area to give your 
contact info to any of their dealers who might be interested. Also check the 
“Wanted” section on Craigslist or in your local newspaper. (Again, keeping 
safety in mind!) 

Selling or Consigning to an Auctioneer 

Auctioneers will often purchase a collection outright as well, if it consists of 
desirable antique and vintage dolls. But they are more likely to want to take the 
dolls on consignment to sell at auction. (Note that here I’m referring to in-person 
auctions, where items are sold in front of a roomful of bidders, although some of 
these auctions also include live internet bidding.) An auctioneer will advertise 
the auction, conduct the sale, then deduct a portion of the proceeds and cut you a 
check for the balance. It’s usually an easy and painless process for you as the 
consignor. 

There is a great variety in the type of auctions and in the services auctioneers 
provide. Most will come to you to inspect what you have, then pack it up and 
take it away. Others only provide the venue and the actual auctioneering, and 
you have to bring them items to them and set them up yourself. There are many 
who specialize in on-site auctions. If you have inherited a houseful of furniture 
and other stuff, the auction company may wish to hold the auction right there on 
the premises. 

There are some auctioneers who specialize in dolls. They are looking for 
high end antique and vintage dolls - French bisque, rare German dolls, 
midcentury Madame Alexanders and early Barbie dolls in pristine condition. 
Some of these auction companies may hold onto dolls for awhile until they can 
fit your dolls into just the right sale, so make sure to ask about turnaround time if 
this is a concern. 


Finding an Auctioneer 



The best place to find general auctioneers is on AuctionZip . Click on 
“Auctioneer Directory” and enter your zip code to find those in your area. Look 
at their upcoming auctions and the type of items they sell. Would your dolls fit in 
well at one of their sales? If you are considering consigning, attend an auction or 
two and see how they conduct their business. If you like what you see, inquire as 
to their experience and policies. Are they knowledgeable about dolls? Are they 
fully insured against breakage and theft? How quickly do they pay their 
consignors? 

Nationally known auctioneers who specialize in dolls are listed in Appendix 
III . There may be others in your local area. 

Most states require auctioneers to be licensed. Take the time to check with 
the licensing agency, if there is one, and make sure there are no unresolved 
complaints against an auctioneer you are considering working with. If 
auctioneers in your state aren’t licensed, check with the Better Business Bureau. 
Ask the auctioneer for references, and check them. 

At the Auction 

An auctioneer will advertise the sale to the public on AuctionZip, on his or 
her website, through direct mailings to previous attendees, and occasionally 
through newspaper ads. Generally the two or three hours before the auction 
begins are set aside for potential bidders to preview the items for sale and ask 
questions. Most auctioneers allow absentee bids or “left bids,” submitted by 
bidders who can’t attend the auction in person. Some auctioneers require the 
person leaving the bid to have previewed the item in person, others do not. In 
either case the auctioneer will have one of their employees execute the bids on 
behalf of the absentees. Many items at auction are won by absentees. 

Photo: Vintage dolls ready to be sold at auction. 





Before the auction begins, the auctioneer will announce the terms of the 
auction and the amount of the buyer’s premium. This is an extra percentage that 
the winning bidder pays on top of their bid. For example, if the buyer’s premium 
is 12%, and the high bid is $100, the buyer will actually pay $112 for the item. 
This allows the auctioneer to keep their consignment fees low while still making 
enough to stay in business. Consignors don’t get any part of the buyer’s 
premium, it is strictly a fee for the auctioneer. The percentage of the buyer’s 
premium varies widely from one auction house to another. 

Some higher-end auctioneers have a system in place to take live internet bids 
during the auction. If done right, by a knowledgeable staff, this can increase the 
exposure (and the number of bids) significantly. To attract online bids, the doll 
must be described in detail with good photos. However, internet bidding also has 
the effect of depressing live attendance, because local buyers (who are often 
dealers buying for resale) know they are competing against the whole world, and 
not just the other people in the room. So if the auction staff hasn’t done a 
thorough job with the description, internet bidders won’t bid, and with a small 
live audience, your doll may sell for less than it would have without the internet 













bidding option. If you’re considering consigning with an auction house that 
offers internet bidding, look at the photos and descriptions for their next 
upcoming auction. Would you feel comfortable placing a bid? Internet bids also 
generally have a much higher buyer’s premium to cover the increased costs for 
resources and manpower. 


Estate Sales 

If you are faced with the task of selling a houseful of possessions of a friend 
or family member who has passed away or gone into long term care, or if you 
are doing major downsizing before a move of your own, an estate sale may be 
the best way to go. There are companies who specialize in this type of service, 
and will take charge of the entire process, including organizing the items, pricing 
them for sale, advertising and conducting the sale, and disposing of items that 
don’t sell. If you want to learn more, Little River Antiques & Estate Sales has a 
good explanation of their entire process, with photos, on their website. If all you 
are selling is a doll collection, and not a houseful of furniture, an estate sale 
company might have contacts with doll dealers or collectors in the area and be 
able to handle the sale or give you a referral. Each company has its own process 
and contract terms, so make sure to get everything in writing before making a 
commitment. Find estate sale agents in your area at www.estatesales.net . and 
attend a few sales if you are considering this option. 

Photo: A good estate sale company will stage your home and display your items 
beautifully for the sale. Courtesy of Little River Antiques and Estate Sales. 





eBay’s Valet Service 

Whether you have antique, vintage or modern dolls to sell, eBay is a good 
place to sell them. And if you don’t want to do the work of listing and selling 
them yourself, eBay’s Valet service might be just what you need. They do all the 
work, even paying the postage, and send you a check minus their commission 
(which is high). The catch is that they are picky about what items they will 
accept. They won’t take anything breakable, so no porcelain dolls; items have to 
be clean and in good condition; and worth at least $50. They will return anything 
to you that doesn’t sell. See all the details at http://www.ebay.eom/s/valet . 




















Finishing Up 


OK, so now you’ve sold the more valuable dolls individually, sold some of 
the rest to a dealer, and sent some off to auction. You’ve set up at a flea market 
and had a yard sale. And now you’re left with the dolls that nobody seems to 
want. What to do with them? 

Charitable Donations 

If the dolls are in new condition in their original boxes, and are suitable for 
children, considering holding on to them until the holiday season comes around, 
and donating them to Toys For Tots. This nonprofit organization, run by the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve, has drop off points in many convenient locations, and the 
toys go to needy children in the local area. There may also be other charities near 
you that collect toys at holiday time. 

Photo: Toys For Tots promotional poster 




If the dolls are suitable for children, in good condition but not brand new, 
there may be a local service agency or family shelter that would be interested in 
them. 

For porcelain collector dolls, travel souvenir dolls, and others that are not 
suitable as toys, consider donating them to charity stores. A nationwide 
organization like Goodwill or the Salvation Army can resell them and provide 

















you with a receipt that you can use to take a tax deduction. You are only allowed 
to deduct the fair market value of the dolls. If you donate the dolls to a local 
thrift shop, they must be registered as a nonprofit charitable organization in order 
for your donation to qualify for a tax deduction. 


Freecycle 

The Freecycle Network is a grass roots, nonprofit organization of millions of 
people around the world who connect to find new homes locally for unwanted 
objects, saving money and keeping perfectly good stuff out of landfills in the 
process. I have personally used Freecycle many times to rehome objects I no 
longer had a use for, and get things I needed that someone else no longer wanted. 
Find your local group and learn about the process at www.freecycle.org . You can 
also offer items for free on Facebook and Craigslist. 

And now you're done! With a clean house and a few dollars in your pocket, 
you're ready for life's next big adventure - or maybe a new career as a doll 
dealer! 

If you have comments on this book, or questions about the process, you can 
contact me through my blog at newenglandyesterdays.blogspot.com . 




Appendix I: Common Manufacturers and Their Marks 


There have been thousands of doll manufacturers throughout the world in the 
past 200 years. These are only a few of the most common names and marks you 
will come across on antique and vintage dolls. Many bisque head dolls are 
simply marked with a mold number. There are reference guides, both online and 
in print, that index these mold numbers. A single digit number or a fraction 
generally indicates the size of the doll. 


Bisque 

AM or Armand Marseille - His name is French, but Mr. Marseille was 
actually a Russian who immigrated to Germany as a child in the 1860s. He grew 
up to become one of the largest manufacturers of bisque doll heads in the world 
and was in business from 1885 to 1930. AM dolls are the most common antique 
dolls, particularly their mold numbers 370, found on shoulder heads with kid 
bodies, and 390, found on socket heads with composition bodies. 

Photo: A large and beautiful example of the Armand Marseille 390 doll. 

Courtesy of Fine Things Store. 




C. M. Bergmann - This company was in business from 1988 to 1931. They 
purchased heads from other manufacturers, so you will often find another name 



as well. “Waltershausen” is the town in Germany where their factory was 
located. 

C.O.D. - The firm of Cuno & Otto Dressel had a long history in the toy and 
doll business. They bought heads from other companies so they may have a 
variety of markings and logos. 

DEP - This is not a manufacturer’s mark, but an abbreviation of the German 
word deponirt or the French word depose, which means a registered trademark. 
Found on dolls by many different manufacturers from both countries. 

Grace S. Putnam - This is the name of the designer, and her most 
commonly found doll is the Bye-Lo Baby, a realistic looking infant doll first 
made in the 1920s. The antique versions with cloth bodies are widely collected, 
but many modern reproductions exist. There are also tiny all bisque versions, as 
well as composition and vinyl. 

Photo: Antique Bye-Lo Baby doll. Courtesy of eBay seller mitsu-dog. 




Handwerck - This name was used by two different manufacturers. Heinrich 







Handwerck made composition bodies and designed heads which he outsourced 
to other companies. The heads may be marked HANDWERCK or HH, and 
bodies will often be stamped with the named in red on the lower back. Max 
Handwerck used heads made by another manufacturer, but they are marked with 
his name or with the trade name Bebe Elite. 

Heubach - This name also belongs to two different makers of German 
bisque dolls. Ernst Heubach had a close connection to Armand Marseille; they 
two companies merged their factories for a time, and many of their dolls are 
similar. Dolls are often marked Heubach Koppelsdorf or with a horseshoe 
symbol. Gebruder Heubach (gebruder is German for “the brothers”) was a 
different company that made high quality bisque dolls and figurines. They used a 
logo with their name in a square - HEU over BACH - and also used the initials 
GH with or without a sunburst marking. Many Gebruder Heubach dolls have 
molded hair. 

Photo: Character doll by Gebruder Heubach, circa 1910. Courtesy of Honey 
and Shars'. 




K$R - Kammer & Reinhardt made dolls of many materials, but their bisque 
head dolls are most well known. Most of the heads were made by Simon & 
Halbig, so may be marked with both company names, but if both names are 
used, Kammer & Reinhardt is considered the manufacturer. Their celluloid dolls 













use the same marking. 

Kestner - A prolific manufacturer of dolls, and made bisque heads for other 
companies as well, but most dolls are not marked with the company name. Often 
a single letter is used along with a number identifying the size. Earliest dolls are 
marked just X or XI. Kid body dolls may have a paper label on the chest with the 
initials JDK and a crown logo. 

Rose O’Neill - This American illustrator was the originator of the Kewpies, 
and dolls made under license are marked with her name. Kewpies have been 
made in all materials since the early 20 th century. 

Photo: Two all bisque Kewpie dolls from the 1910s. Courtesy ofWithington 
Auction, Inc. 



Nancy Ann Storybook Dolls - These little storybook dolls, first produced in 
bisque, and then in hard plastic, were widely collected by children and adults in 
the mid-20 th century. The company used the same names for dolls year after 








year, but the outfits changed, and values can vary dramatically. The 
encyclopedias on these dolls are out of print, and are a bit pricey on the 
secondary market, but if you have a large collection, they may be worth buying. 
Most Nancy Ann dolls are marked, but not all. Look on the doll’s back - the 
mark may be faint. 

Photo: Rare set of bisque Nancy Ann Storybook Dolls. Courtesy of eBay seller 
your-favorite-doll. 



SFBJ - This mark was used by a consortium of French manufacturers from 
1899 to 1922. 

S&H or Simon & Halbig - This German firm made their own dolls, as well 
as producing bisque heads for other companies. If theirs is the only name on it, it 
is considered a Simon & Halbig doll; if there is another company’s name as well, 
it should be researched under that name. 



Photo: Rare Simon & Halbig doll representing an Asian child. This is mold 
number 1129. Courtesy of eBay seller melchil9. 



UNIS FRANCE - This mark was used by the consortium formerly known 
as SFBJ after 1922. 

Composition, Hard Plastic and Vinyl 

Alexander - Often referred to as Madame Alexander, after the company’s 
founder, this firm is still in business although the dolls are now mostly made 
overseas. They are known for their high quality dolls with beautifully made 
clothing. Their dolls are almost always marked, but some are just marked 
ALEX. Alexander dolls are widely collected, but values have dropped 
considerably in recent years, particularly for ’80s and ’90s dolls, which are 
abundant. There are many reference books on Alexander dolls available. 

American Character - A very successful company for most of the 20 th 
century, they are best known for their Tiny Tears baby dolls, hard plastic Sweet 
Sue and Betsy McCall, and Tressy, the first doll with a growing hair mechanism. 
Their dolls are not often well marked (sometimes AM CHAR) and clothing is 
rarely tagged. A good reference book by Judith Izen is out of print, but available 
through used book sources. 

Photo: American Character Infant Toodles doll from 1959. A doll like this one, 
in mint condition, will have a much greater value than the same doll that has 
been played with. 

















American Girl - These high quality vinyl play dolls, first made in the 
1980s, have a strong collector following. They are marked with either 
“PLEASANT COMPANY” or “AMERICAN GIRL” on the backs of their heads. 
The most sought after dolls are the original ones that were made in Germany. 
Many of their outfits and accessories, especially large furniture pieces, can be 
valuable as well. There are many websites and collector groups to help with 
identification. 

Photo: American Girl dolls Addy Walker (left) and Kit Kittredge. Courtesy of 
eBay sellers raffafamily and rheinsburg. 



Cabbage Patch Kids - These well known dolls with vinyl heads and cloth 
bodies have been mass-produced by four different manufacturers, but in general, 
supply outstrips demand. The more valuable versions are the original handmade 
all-cloth dolls made from 1978 to 1982, which are tagged “Little People,” and 



the modem versions which are called “Handstitched Originals.” 

Photo: This all-cloth doll is one of the Little People which were the forerunners 
of the Cabbaqe Patch Kids. She is hand siqned by her creator, Xavier Roberts, 
and dated 1979. 



Cameo - Best known for the Kewpie dolls made in composition and vinyl. 
The compo dolls were often just marked with a paper label on the doll’s chest, 
which may be missing. Vinyl dolls are well marked. There were many copycats 









made, which can be sold as “Kewpie type” dolls. 

Photo: Vintage Kewpie dolls made in three different materials. The rare black 
doll on the left is composition, and dates to the 1930s. The doll on the upper 
right is a hard plastic one from the ‘50s. The Kewpie on the bottom right is vinyl, 
from the 1960s. Courtesy of eBay seller your-favorite-doll. 



Cosmopolitan - This company made small hard plastic and vinyl fashion 














dolls in the 1950s. Dolls and outfits are worth researching if in good condition. 

D&C - Marked used by a Canadian company, also known as Dee an Cee, 
that licensed a lot of popular American dolls, but made its own designs as well. 

Deluxe Reading / Topper - Known for large 30” lady dolls with stuffed 
vinyl bodies that were sold in grocery stores in the late ‘50s and early ‘60s. 
These are usually just marked with numbers. A good website for identifying 
these and other high heeled glamour dolls of that era is The Deluxe Doll House . 
They also made the popular Penny Brite and Dawn dolls under the Topper name. 
Photo: Three Dawn Model Agency dolls from the early 1970s. 



Eegee or E.G. - The Goldberger company (EG were the founder’s initials) is 
still in business. They made a lot of nice dolls, but they are not widely collected, 
and no reference book exists on them. 

Effanbee - A company that made wonderful dolls over a long period of 
time, they are best known for the Patsy family of dolls that were originally made 




in composition, and recently have been reproduced in vinyl. Their Dy-Dee doll 
was the first drink and wet baby. Generally well marked. Effanbee dolls from 
the 1980s and 1990s are widely available and difficult to sell. 

Photo: Two Effanbee dolls: composition Patsyette from the 1930s and vinyl 
Mickey from the 1950s. Mickey was sold with a variety of head molds so that he 
could be dressed as a sailor, baseball player, policeman, etc. 



EIH - see Horsman. 

Fisher Price - Their line of “My Friend” dolls, which are marked 1978, are 
common, but still collectible if in very good condition. 































































Hasbro - Best known for G.I. Joe, Hasbro’s other collectible dolls include 
Dolly Darlings, Peteena and the Jem line. Today Hasbro is the biggest toy 
company in the world. Generally well marked. 

Horsman - Beginning with cloth dolls in the 1890s, Horsman has had 
success throughout the decades with composition, hard plastic and vinyl dolls. 
They used the same names over and over again for different dolls, which can be 
confusing for collectors and researchers. Many of their early composition dolls 
are marked with the founder’s initials, EIH. Mid century hard plastic and vinyl 
dolls are often just marked with numbers and letters, or not marked at all. Later 
dolls are marked with the Horsman name. 

Mary Hoyer - Mrs. Hoyer was a designer of knitting patterns, so these dolls 
are often found wearing hand knitted clothing. The beautiful hard plastic and 
composition dolls are sought after by collectors. Most dolls are well marked. 
Early dolls are unmarked, and difficult to conclusively identify except by an 
expert. These can be sold as “unmarked Mary Hoyer type” dolls. 

Ideal - One of the best known of American dollmakers, Ideal is the company 
that first brought us Shirley Temple in doll form, as well as the hard plastic Toni 
doll and the first life size companion doll, Patti Playpal, who is the size of a 
three year old girl. Ideal dolls are usually marked with the company name. There 
were many knockoffs of Patti Playpal, which can be sold as “Playpal type” dolls. 
The Playpal dolls have also been reproduced in recent years by Ashton Drake. 
Photo: Early 1960s Peter Playpal doll is Patti PlaypaPs brother. He is the size of 
a four year old boy. Courtesy ofAlyson Miller. 













Kenner - They started with toys, but began making dolls in the '70s. Best 
known for their highly collectible Star Wars action figures, they also made 
fashion dolls, celebrity dolls, and the first licensed Strawberry Shortcake dolls. 
One of the hottest vintage dolls on the market right now is Kenner’s Blythe, a 
doll with a small body and huge head, whose eyes change color with the pull of 
a string. She has been reproduced recently. Kenner dolls are usually well 
marked. 

Knickerbocker - Best known for the Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls they 
made starting in 1963. They made other cloth dolls including Holly Hobbie, and 
vinyl dolls, too. On the cloth dolls, look for a tag sewn in to the back seam or 
side seam. 

Mattel - Barbie was the biggest selling doll for decades, and her many 
fashions, family members and friends have been the subject of several reference 
books. As with many other fashion dolls, Barbie’s outfits (and especially small 
accessories) are often more valuable than the dolls themselves. Mattel’s Liddle 
Kiddle dolls are widely collected, too. Mattel dolls are well marked (Barbie doll 
markings are on their butts.) Please note that the year on a Barbie doll indicates 
when the body style was copyrighted. It is not the year it was made. The 1966 
bodies were used for decades. 

Photo: Barbie dolls from the 1980s have increased in value in recent years. 
Courtesy of eBay seller your-favorite-doll. 




Nancy Ann Storybook Dolls - see the bisque section. 

R&B - This firm, also known as Arranbee, made composition, hard plastic 
and vinyl dolls from the 1930s through the 1950s. The name is another way of 
spelling the initials of the founders, Mr. Rothstein and Mr. Berman. The dolls are 
usually marked R&B, though the markings are often very faint. Reference book 





out of print, but widely available. 

Reliable - Another Canadian manufacturer that licensed American dolls as 
well as producing its own line. Most dolls are marked with the company name. 
There are reference books on Canadian dolls that would be helpful if you have a 
good sized collection. 

Remco - In the 60s they made a lot of interesting dolls, including Heidi and 
Jan, and the Littlechap Family. Their pop culture dolls including the Beatles, 
Addams Family and Munsters are very collectible. Most dolls are marked with 
the company name, but no reference book exists. 

Sasha - These dolls, made in Germany and England, were expensive dolls 
originally, and are widely collected today. The girls, boys and babies all have 
extra outfits. Easy to identify by their unique look. 

Photo: Sasha dolls were made in a variety of skin tones. Courtesy ofFrancine 
Briggs. 



Uneeda - A company with a long history, some of their more collectible 
dolls include Dollikin, Tiny Teens and the Wishnik Trolls. Usually not marked 
with the company name, so may be tricky to identify, especially as no reference 
book is available. 





Valentine - If you have a vintage ballerina doll with jointed ankles, chances 
are she was made by Valentine. They made other girl and baby dolls, too, but 
ballerinas were their bread and butter. Sometimes marked with a V or VW, and 
numbers. 

Vogue - Hard plastic Ginny was the most popular doll of the '50s. She was 
also the first modern fashion doll (defined as a doll for whom extra outfits were 
available). Their other dolls are collectible too, including the realistic infant 
Baby Dear and big-eyed Love Me Linda. Ginny dolls are now made for 
collectors by a new Vogue Doll Co. Vogue dolls are usually marked. A good 
reference book is available. 

Photo: Vogue Ginny doll from the 1950s with her original box. 















Appendix II: Online Resources 


Doll Links is a very lengthy list that includes a link to virtually every 
informational doll site on the internet 

Doll Reference includes many dolls, but has only a little information on each 
of them. It has a good section on markings. 

AuctionZip is the place to find live auctioneers in your area, searching by 
your zip code. 

UFDC - On the United Federation of Doll Collectors site you can click on 
your part of the country to access contact information for the Regional Director 
for that area. They can point you in the direction of doll dealers nearby. 

Wishbook Web - Sears, Wards, JC Penney and other mail order catalogs of 
the past are archived here. Not only good for reference, but a fun walk down 
memory lane. 

ToyNfo.com has lots of good information on dolls, toys and action figures 
from the 60s, 70s and 80s. 

Vintage Dolls is not a big site, but has some nice info on hard plastic and 
vinyl dolls of the 1950s. 

The Action Figure Archive isn’t just about action figures, but has a lot of 
reference material on small dolls from the 1960s to the present. 

Fashion Doll Guide is the best vintage Barbie site online. Lots of information 
here to help you identify your dolls and clothing 

Let's ID Our Dolls! is a Facebook group where you can post photos of your 
mystery dolls, and group members will help identify them. 

The National Costume Doll ID Group on Facebook will help you identify 
travel souvenir dolls from around the world. 

Doll & Toy Identification Help is another Facebook group that can be of 
assistance. 

I won’t bother to list all the many, many other sites devoted to a single doll 
or manufacturer. Go to the Doll Links page (first link in the list above) to find 
them all! 














Appendix III: Doll Auctioneers 


The following auctioneers specialize in high end antique and vintage dolls, 
and hold multiple doll auctions per year. Don’t forget to ask about turnaround 
time, and check references! 

Withington Auction, Inc. - www.withingtonauction.com 
Alderfer Auction Co. - www.alderferauction.com 
Morphy Auctions - www.morphyauctions.com 
Theriault’s - www.theriaults.com 
Sweetbriar - www, s weetbriar auctions. com/home .html 
McMasters Harris - www.mcmastersharris.com 
Frasher’s - www.liveauctioneers.com/frashers-doll-auction 
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